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The prince appears to have been in ignorance of the
real strength of the Silesian claims, and to have been led
Theeiec- to believe that they were put forward by the
torai Prince. French party in his father's council merely
with the view of defeating the Austrian alliance. What
induced him to consent to the secret agreement was that,
besides being himself really anxious for the alliance, he
was anxious to purchase the Emperor's assistance in his
domestic affairs. He seems to have feared that his step-
mother, who had great influence over the elector, would
prevail on her husband to make a will unfavourable to
his interests, and providing large appanages for his half-
brothers. He might then be glad to have the Emperor's
help in setting the will aside. Soon after his accession to
the electorate he discovered the deceit that had been
practised upon him, and though, for the sake of his
promise he restored Schwiebus, he at the same time
resumed his claims upon the Silesian duchies.
The position to which Brandenburg had been raised
by the Great Elector enabled his son Frederick to
demand the Emperor's permission to assume
III., Elector the title of king. The Emperor gave his con-
burgmbe-en" sent reluctantly. It is said that his ministers
comes King were bribed freely, but there is no certain proof
November of that. What weighed with the Emperor was
16, 1700. t|ie advantage of securing Frederick's assist-
ance in the Spanish Succession War, then on the point of
commencing; and the price which Frederick demanded
for his services was the royal title. The coronation was
performed at Konigsberg, the capital city of the duchy
of Prussia, which gave its name to the new king. The
reason why he took his title from Prussia was that it
formed no part of the empire. In Prussia therefore he
was an independent sovereign, while in respect of the
lands he held in Germany he was a vassal of the Emperor.

